
November 21, 2014 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Thanksgiving is nearly here, and the Indiana State University family has many blessings to celebrate. Our 

campus is alive with a growing student population, many of whom are among the first in their families 

to attend college. Our faculty and staff are working hard to engage and challenge our students and 

provide the assistance they need to be successful. 

Registration for spring has opened, and the shift to open the process in the morning rather than at 

midnight appears to have been a success. The vast majority of students eligible to register for spring 

have done so, and various units across campus are helping students who have holds on their accounts 

address these issues if possible. During my monthly lunch with students (including several freshmen) 

earlier this week, I was pleased to hear them report that they did not have any problems completing the 

registration process. 

Interest in becoming a Sycamore continues to grow with more than 10,000 applications for admission 

already received for next fall during the first few months of the process. More than 70 percent of those 

admitted also met the 3.0 GPA requirement for the laptop scholarship.  

A high percentage of the students Indiana State serves come from low-income households. We are 

fortunate to have the Pell Grant and 21st Century Scholars programs to help make it possible for many of 

our students to go to college. However, a significant portion do experience some level of food insecurity 

as they work to stretch their budgets. United Campus Ministries has open a new food pantry to assist 

students at all five of Terre Haute’s higher education institutions. The pantry will be open from 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. every Wednesday that Indiana State is in session. Cheri and I, along with a 

number of students, faculty and staff, attended an open house at the pantry this morning. While it is 

unfortunate that we have students with this need, it is wonderful to see United Campus Ministries 

working to address it. More information on this project is available at: 

http://www.thunitedcampusministries.org/. 

Work on the renovation of Normal Hall is progressing, and the new downtown student housing project 

is taking shape. Renovation of Mills Hall is also on schedule. These three projects should be completed 

next summer. 

The Indiana Commission for Higher Education has announced that it will recommend to the Indiana 

General Assembly that the top capital project for each public institution be approved. Indiana State’s top 

project is the $64 million renovation and expansion of the College of Nursing, Health and Human 

Services building. This is a hefty request, and we are grateful that the Commission has included it among 

its recommended projects. While this is only one step in a lengthy approval process, the University will 

be advocating for this much-needed space for our growing health-related degree programs. 

The news on the operating budget is not as positive. The Commission will be recommending that the 

amount of operating appropriations devoted to performance funding increase from the Fiscal Year 2015 

level of 6 percent to 7 percent in FY16 and 8 percent in 2017. To fund this increase, a 4 percent across-

the-board reallocation would be set aside from each institution’s operating appropriation in FY16 and 5 

percent in FY17 plus the addition of 3.23 percent in new monies from the state in FY16 and 3.26 percent 

in FY17 for the higher education budget. The performance funding pool is then redistributed to the 

institutions based upon various performance metrics. 

http://www.thunitedcampusministries.org/


For Indiana State, this could mean a net reduction in our operating appropriation of $1.8 million in FY16 

with an additional reduction of $550,785 in FY17 for a total bottom line reduction of $2.3 million. The 

news could be even worse if the legislature does not appropriate new dollars for higher education. 

The Commission also announced that it would recommend that Repair and Rehabilitation be funded at 

50 percent of the formula which would provide $1.38 million to Indiana State in each year of the 

biennium. This is essentially the same allocation ISU received in 2013-2015.  

The Commission will formally present its recommendations to the State Budget Committee on 

December 18th with a preview on December 10th prior to the start of the university’s presentations. 

These are only recommendations, and things may and likely will change once the budget bill is put 

together. We will be working with the State Budget Committee and the leadership in the House and the 

Senate to improve the final outcome. In the meantime, I will be convening the vice presidents and 

leadership of our governance units to begin discussions on how the university would address significant 

reductions in our state appropriations should they occur. 

On the personnel front, I am pleased to announce that Cat Paterson has been appointed director of 

Indiana State University’s SENCER program. SENCER (Science Education for New Civic Engagements and 

Responsibilities) is a national program focused on connecting courses in the sciences, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics to issues of critical, local, national, and global importance. Indiana State 

University has been a SENCER campus since 2009. There are a variety of opportunities for department 

and faculty to engage with and receive support from the ISU SENCER program. Cat will be reaching out 

to department chairs and deans over the next several weeks to explore your interest in SENCER. Please 

address questions you have about SENCER to cat.paterson@indstate.edu. 

In addition, Heather Miklozek has been named Director of the Center for Community Engagement. 

Heather has been directing the day-to-day activities of the Center for the past several years without a 

change in title. This reclassification and promotion is well-deserved and reflective of the leadership role 

Heather plays within the Center for Community Engagement and across campus. 

The searches for Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs and the Vice President for Student Affairs 

also continue. As information becomes available, it will be posted to: 

https://cms.indstate.edu/provostvp-searches. A recent update includes a draft timeline for the Provost 

search. 

I would also like to announce that Jack Turman and Elonda Ervin will be co-chairing the President’s 

Council for Diversity this year. We are in the process of filling several faculty appointments to the 

Council based upon recommendations from the Colleges’ governance units. The Council will be working 

closely with the Diversity Task Force and our diversity consultant, Gerda Govine, to do an internal and 

external climate study during the coming months.  

The groups will also create recommended short-term and long-term action plans to advance the 

University’s diversity-related strategic goals. This is important work, and Dr. Govine will be on campus 

each month to lead this effort. In her initial visit this week, she met with the Diversity Task Force to 

begin developing their work plan over the coming months and also started conducting interviews with a 

variety of individuals. Next month, she will be on campus the first week of December to continue these 

interviews and data collection and to meet with the Diversity Council and Task Force. Open forums will 

also be scheduled for broad-based campus input during a future visit. I encourage the entire campus to 

participate as your input is needed to help determine issues that need addressed as well as the vision 

and direction for the future. 
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This will be a great weekend for Sycamore athletics. Indiana State will be hosting the NCAA Division I 

National Cross Country Championships again this year, and Sycamore and Terre Haute native John 

Mascari will once again be among the top competitors. John has had a great season and was named the 

Great Lakes Region Athlete of the Year after defending his regional title last week. He finished in fifth 

place at the Pre-Nationals and led his team to a ninth Missouri Valley Conference title by winning his 

third straight individual title. The National Championship race will kick off at noon on Saturday at the 

Lavern Gibson Course.  

The Sycamore football team is also working hard to earn an opportunity for post-season play. The team 

travels to Western Illinois on Saturday for its final game of the regular season. Defeating Western Illinois 

would bring the team’s record to 8-4, a new record for the program in its 29 years of Missouri Valley 

Football Conference play. The last time the team had eight wins was in 1984 before it joined the MVFC. 

A win on Saturday would also tie the record for conference victories and would position the team for a 

possible FCS playoff bid. 

Other updates I would like to provide: 

 The Staff Council will be hosting a holiday bazaar to benefit the Staff Council Scholarship Fund. 

The bazaar will take place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on November 25 and December 11 in the 

Hulman Memorial Student Union Art Gallery. There will be homemade crafts and baked goods 

for sale. The council has also created a cookbook that will given to anyone who makes a 

donation of at least $15 to the Scholarship Fund while supplies last. Your support will help some 

of staff members reach their educational goals. 

 Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol will be presented at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 2, in 

Tilson Auditorium as part of the ISU Performing Arts Series. Adult tickets are $19 and $21 with 

youth tickets available for $5. Faculty and staff receive a discounted rate of $11 and $16 

depending upon location. Tickets may be purchased through the Hulman Center Ticket Office. 

 The Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce is hosting a Business After Hours event for the entire 

family from 4 to 8 p.m. on December 2nd. The event will take place on the top floor of the Sky 

Garden Parking Garage which is being converted into an ice skating rink for the holiday season. 

Tickets, which include skate rental, food and beverages are $25 for adults and $5 for kids. For 

more information, go to www.terrehautechamber.com. 

 The recent student-led presentation of The Color Purple: A New Musical was very successful. 

Cheri and I were able to see the dress rehearsal and enjoyed it very much. There is definitely a 

lot of talent among our student body. Congratulations to Senior Kyle Guyton and the entire cast 

and crew. Thanks also to all of the offices who supported this production. 

 The 10th Annual Jam the Bus food drive conducted by the HMSU Union Board raised 17,540 

pounds of non-perishable food to donate within Terre Haute. This is enough food to help 

Catholic Charities Food Bank provide 14,617 meals to those in need. Sponsors and partners who 

helped make the drive successful included: Union Board, Sodexo, Pepsi, Abraham and Sons, 

Residence Hall Association, Pickerl Hall, National Panhellenic Council, Why You Laughing student 

organization, #teamSPEAK, Student Athlete Advisory Committee, the Center for Student 

Success, the Office of Extended Learning, the Scott College of Business Dean’s Office, and the 

Center for Community Engagement. Great job! 

 On December 1, Facilities Management will be launching a new work request system for all 

non-emergency building maintenance and estimate requests. The online system will provide an 
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easy way for departments to report facilities-related issues and will provide automatic status 

updates regarding each request until completion. Facilities Management will still accept 

emergency requests such as smoke, electrical hazards, broken glass, gas leaks, etc. via phone at 

extension 8100. Individuals who need to request services or estimates can log into the TMA 

work request system through the ISU portal. More information is available at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/facilities/service.html. 

 Indiana State received notice this week that the Department of Homeland Security and the 

Student and Exchange Visitor Program have approved the university’s petition for 

recertification. This allows the university to continue admitting and enrolling international 

students on F-1 visas for all of our academic programs. Congratulations to Maria Chaqra and her 

colleagues in International Affairs for their hard work on this lengthy process. 

 The Department of Theater will host the Theater 101 Plays at 7:30 p.m. Friday, December 4, in 

the New Theater. The plays are written, directed and acted by students in Professor Arthur 

Feinsod’s Theater 101 class. Admission is free. Please note that some of the works deal with 

mature themes and may not be appropriate for minors. 

Root for the Sycamores this weekend and have a great Thanksgiving! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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