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Greetings from the University Honors Program!  The terrible hand of boreal winter is on the Midwest 
and the Indiana State University campus as we send this, but it’s warm in our classrooms, where  
exciting things are happening. We have recently begun the new semester, having recently celebrated  
mid-year graduates at December commencement.  Please note their honors thesis titles in this  
newsletter; this was such an interesting group of scholars and topics.  Our next class of President’s and 
University Honors Scholars arrive for interview very shortly, and our current first-year students are 
beginning to join their upperclassmen peers as campus leaders, and will soon undertake the good 
work of the institution as counselors, orientation leaders, RAs and peer advisors. 
 
The Honors Program recently hosted several exciting workshops, events and visiting speakers,  
including celebrated international Oscar Wilde scholar (and only living grandson of the author),  
Merlin Holland, award-winning novelist, Alissa Nutting, and co-founder of the Oscar Wilde Society of 
America, Joan Navarre.  In addition, Honors continues to proudly engage in cultural and service-
learning excursions to the Navajo nation schools in Pinon, Arizona, engaging with school  
administrators, teachers (including 2009 Honors/English-teaching alum, Kristin Mountz) and  
students.  This group also had the opportunity to connect with ISU alumni in Phoenix.  Numerous 
Honors students studied abroad this past semester; others participated in the “Tale of Two Cities” 
course taught by Professors Rider and Yousif in Paris and Berlin.  Honors students and President’s 
Scholars have also been engaged in the campus and community in philanthropic efforts, including  
service in behalf of the Jam the Bus and Adopt-a-Family programs and at the Lighthouse Mission. 
 
As always, we are extremely grateful for your interest, support and collaboration. The Honors  
Program serves and represents the entire University, and it is your varied and generous contributions 
that enable our students to succeed. 
 
Greg Bierly 
Executive Director, University Honors Program 



Page 2 

CONGRATULATIONS, HONORS GRADUATES! 

 The University Honors Program would like to congratulate the  
December 2013 Honors Graduating Seniors! 

 

• Katheryne Barrow 

• Jacqualynn Bogle 

• Katy Chanley 

• Allison Crawford 

• Samantha DeGott 

• Tammy Hoppenjans 

• Joseph Irwin III 

• Kasey Kahle 

• Mallory Manning 

• Caleb Popp 

• Shannon Rosser 

• Melanie Trammell 

• Ashlan Vedder 

• Shawna Watkins 
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HONORS SPEAKER: ALISSA NUTTING 

 

“La Femme Fatale,” the subject of a GH 101 class, is a French term that can be defined as a woman 
who is depicted as dangerously evil.  In the dominantly patriarchal past, this dramatic  
characterization of women has often been expressed by men.  But in the 21st century, the femme fatale 
is sometimes rendered by women themselves.  This is the case in the novel Tampa, by the self-
proclaimed feminist and author, Alissa Nutting.  During an author session titled “Gender, Sexuality, 
and the Politics of Authorship,” the “La Femme Fatale” class gained insight into the purpose behind 
Dr. Nutting’s portrayal of her novel’s particularly beastly character, and what implications come with  
being a female writer on the subject of a femme fatale. 
 
Tampa is a first person narration from the point of view of a young, middle school English teacher 
named Celeste.  Celeste is a sociopath who has a predatory sexual obsession over adolescent, 14-year-
old boys.  She is very beautiful and witty, but uses these traits to manipulate other people’s reactions 
to her—and not just within the novel.  During the session, Dr. Nutting discussed the parallelism  
between how the characters viewed Celeste and how the readers would view her, suggesting that her 
beauty actually guides the reader to hold out hope for her as a character.  By the end of the novel, a 
reader might not want her to get caught, but to survive and change.  This has further implications 
about the gender roles in our society. 
 
Dr. Nutting challenges her reader’s perspectives of gender roles by creating a woman that readers 
would be disgusted by, but cannot stop reading about.  Her suggestion, with femininity and beauty 
comes power and privilege, is a strike at gender roles in our society. She exposes the disadvantages of 
women’s privilege in our society through Celeste’s ability to ruin young men and “get away with it.”  
Dr. Nutting also suggested that had the book been about a male teacher and young girl, it would not 
have had the same outcome or provoked the same reaction from its audience.  She left us pondering 
our reliance on gender roles and the influence that beautiful but dangerous women have on our  
society. 
 
-Dawnetta Henzman 
Freshman, English Education major 
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GH 301: “Questioning Authority: Oscar Wilde and Academic Research” has given me many amazing 
experiences throughout the semester that I am very thankful for. While it has improved my research 
skills in general, it has also allowed my classmates and me to take a field trip to the University of  
Wisconsin- Stout in Menomonie, Wisconsin. There, we presented our research about Oscar Wilde in 
the local theater where the theater guild was showing “The Importance of Being Earnest”.  We were 
able to show our projects to the crowd before they took their seats for the show. Our class was also 
able to see the play, which was very well done.  
 
Not only were we able to take that wonderful field trip, we also had the privilege of meeting Merlin 
Holland, who is Oscar Wilde’s grandson. We were able to present our research to Merlin and listen to 
him present his, as well. Merlin gave me tips on where to find information and how to improve my 
research. His presentation and advice pushed me to go further on my research about Oscar Wilde.  
 
After taking this class, I feel very accomplished in my own research. Our final projects consisted of 
researching Oscar Wilde on his American Lecture Tour. We were able to choose one place, and we 
had to find details on that specific place. I enjoyed our final project because I discovered many  
references to aid in my research and by the end of the project, I was very proud of where I had come. 
We were able to present our projects to Dr. Joan Navarre, who is the co-founder of the Oscar Wilde 
Society of America. If Dr. Navarre and Professor Bisch were both happy with the research that we had 
done with primary sources, there was a chance our research could be published on the Oscar Wilde 
Society of America webpage. This class has given me some amazing opportunities and skills that I 
will need for the remainder of my college career and the work world. I am so incredibly happy that I 
chose to take this class because I feel it has made a huge impact in my college experience by  
improving my researching skills, teaching me how to do correct research, and providing experiences 
that have only added to the amazing time that I have had so far here at ISU. 
 
-Kayla VanBergen 
Sophomore, Dietetics major 

HONORS SPEAKER: MERLIN HOLLAND 



Hello Honors students of ISU!! My name is Patti Thomas and I am the Chair of the Honors Council 
for the 2013-2014 academic year. The Honors Council of Indiana State University is a group of  
Honors students dedicated to making Honors a great experience for all who wish to be involved. We 
are a diverse group of individuals brought together by a common goal: to create a community among 
Honors students. This year we are reaching above and beyond our previous years, hoping to provide 
fun and beneficial events and opportunities to socialize. After a year of writing, editing, rewriting, 
and tweaking, we finalized and put into practice a Council constitution. Our annual Halloween Party 
was a raging success this October. Record attendance and fabulous costumes inspired excitement and 
anticipation to see what next year brings. The Professional Development Committee shared  
invaluable information about planning for the future at Grad School 101 in November. The ISU  
Career Center’s Matt Hetzel walked Honors students through the process of researching graduate 
schools and shared some important factors to keep in mind while applying. To make an awesome 
event even better, the Honors Council provided caramel apples, Chex mix, hot apple cider, and hot 
chocolate to all those who attended. We know college students love free things, and nothing tops free 
food!  
 
As the current Chair of the Honors Council I had a unique and amazing opportunity to travel to New 
Orleans, Louisiana to attend the National Collegiate Honors Council Convention this fall. Ashley 
Borhart (Honors Council Vice Chair), Laura Froelicher, and Dr. Bierly and I gathered ideas to bring 
back to our own Honors Program and are hoping to implement several of them in the upcoming 
Spring 2014 semester.  
 
Another movement of the Council this year is to encourage Honors students to branch out and get 
involved in other events and organizations on campus. Don’t just go to campus events. Go to events 
and take pictures. Post those pictures on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram and tag the Honors  
Program. Support your fellow Sycamores and help build a campus-wide community! Look below for 
the Honors Program social media names and start sharing!  
 
-Patti Thomas      Facebook: ISU University Honors Program 
Junior, Elementary Education major   Twitter: @ISU_Honors 
2013-2014 Honors Council Chair   Instagram: ISU_Honors 

HONORS COUNCIL 
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Pictured above: Honors students distributed root beer floats at Tent City during ISU’s Homecoming weekend. 



A TALE OF TWO CITIES: PARIS & BERLIN 
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Taking a trip to Paris and Berlin with some of the Honors students was such an amazing experience. 
Most of the people on the trip had been out of the country before, but for a couple of people (myself 
included), this trip was a first-time experience abroad. I probably should have been nervous, but even 
as I counted down the hours until I left, it never hit me that I would be in Europe until our plane from 
Newark, NJ left for Paris, and all the flight information was given to us in both English and French. As 
a French minor, this made me really giddy and excited. I couldn’t believe I was actually headed to 
Paris! 
 
The flight to Paris took place overnight, which somewhat helped with the jet lag caused by the six-hour 
time difference. However, our first day there was still exhausting. We spent the day doing a walking 
tour where we were able to see Medieval Paris. Even though we were drained from traveling, seeing 
the old buildings and beautiful courtyards/gardens in that part of the city was an incredible start to 
our European journey. During the GH 301 class that sponsored the trip, we really focused on the  
architecture in Paris and how it made the city more modern, so I thought it was really awesome to see 
all the architectural features with my own eyes.  
 
Throughout the rest of our five days in Paris, we saw the important landmarks like the Eiffel Tower 
(some of us even went to the very top of it!), Notre Dame, the Louvre, along with other museums, but 
we also had plenty of free time to explore the city on our own in small groups. We could either revisit 
parts of the city we had seen earlier on our tour, or pick a new part of the city to visit. During this free 
time, most people either visited an important landmark (like going to the top of Notre Dame) or sat at a 
café and people watched, soaking up the culture firsthand.  One day, I, along with a few others, visited 
the cemetery where Jim Morrison and Oscar Wilde are buried, which I’ve always wanted to do. It was 
so incredible to finally fulfill that dream of mine! 
 
After five days in Paris, we took an overnight train to Berlin, which was an interesting experience. We 
stayed in sleeper cars that had 6 beds in one single compartment, so it was pretty crowded, but we 
made the best of the experience. When we finally got to Berlin, 15 hours later, our first day was just like 
our first day in Paris where we walked around and got to see a lot of the city that was located off the 
beaten path. That day, we also saw a large portion of the Berlin Wall, which was such a powerful  
experience. All the artwork on the wall was breathtaking, and it was amazing to see such a  
monumental landmark. 
 
During the rest of our time in Berlin, we visited several important landmarks like the Brandenburg 
Gate, the Reichstag, and a few museums. During the Berlin portion of the GH 301 class, we learned 
how Berlin was affected by Germany’s history, so I thought it was great to see how the city rebuilt it-
self and how it was dealing with the dark history of WWII and the Holocaust, which we witnessed 
through the museums and memorials. We also had free time in Berlin, which was so much different 
than our free time in Paris. Berlin is a much more modern city, since it had to rebuild after the Wall 
came down, which makes it a much more open city. This made Berlin seem less crowded and hectic 
than Paris, which was a nice change of pace as we became more exhausted towards the end of the trip. 
 
Overall, I’m beyond grateful that I had the opportunity to visit Paris and Berlin. It was the perfect  
combination of structured touring time where we got to see all the important landmarks in the cities 
and free time to experience the cities and the culture on our own terms. The trip was only 10 days, but 
during that time, I gained some great experiences, got to know some amazing people, got to practice 
my French, and am now determined to move to France after I graduate. I can’t wait to go back!  
 
-Whitney Neukam 
Junior, Communication major & English major 
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The President’s Scholars Association is a group of scholarship students who have been blessed by 
Indiana State University in so many ways, and because of this, decided to focus its efforts on  
community engagement, professional development, and academic success during the fall  
semester.  By doing so, these scholars have been gladly devoting their time and energy to the Indiana 
State University and surrounding Terre Haute community hoping to give back even a fraction of the 
generosity that has been shown to them.   
 
During this semester, the President’s Scholars devoted several Saturdays to serving at Lighthouse 
Mission, a local homeless shelter and community soup kitchen.  Scholars served lunches, talked with 
residents and members of the community, and were happy to help a deserving organization  
maintain their services provided to the area.  Scholars also made it a priority to donate canned goods 
to Jam the Bus, an event held annually on campus that benefits Catholic Charities and feeds hungry 
families around the holidays.  Not only did these students prioritize philanthropy, they also brought 
together their own group of scholarship students with a fall cook out and bonfire, introducing young 
and veteran scholars alike.   
 
Near the end of the semester, the President’s Scholars Association collaborated with the Honors 
Council to provide an evening of relaxation to all Honors students during the stress of studying for 
finals.  Over 50 students received free 20 to 30 minute massages, a yoga class was available, and 
healthy snacks and drinks were provided in an effort to healthily relieve stress.  The President’s 
Scholars have enjoyed getting to know each other and the other students and faculty with whom 
they have collaborated, and they look forward to professional development and more philanthropy 
in the coming semester.  Best wishes to all the scholars studying abroad for the remainder of the year! 
 
-Payton Kuhnle 
Senior, Nursing major 
2013-2014 President, President’s Scholar’s Association 

PRESIDENT’S SCHOLARS ASSOCIATION 

Pictured above: Honors students traveled to Paris (left) and Berlin (right) in May 2014. 



OCTOBER 2013 TRIP TO PINON, AZ 
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When students are encouraged to “expand their horizons through travel,” most students’ immediately 
begin to think about foreign countries that they’d like to visit. Cultural divides are well known  
between the United States and foreign nations, but often overlooked are the cultural boundaries that 
exist within our own nation. Having the opportunity to visit the Navajo Nation during the fall  
semester, I found, along with several honors students, that many citizens of the United States  
experiences a life completely foreign to the one I’ve known. 
 
When we first pulled onto the reservation, our group was greeted by bumpy dirt roads, and an endless 
view of rocky terrain. We would soon find out that the three hour drive we traveled to get to Pinon, 
one of many villages, or chapters, on the reservation was not unlike many of the students that attend 
Pinon High School. We were told some about the living conditions of the families on the reservation. It 
would not be uncommon for thirteen members of one family to share a hogon, an octangular dwelling 
not much larger than the size of a dorm room. Running water and electricity, for many living on the 
reservation, is nothing more than a distant dream. 
 
These are just a couple of reasons why meeting the students at Pinon High School was shocking. After 
driving through the reservation, hearing about the destitute poverty the Navajo people were living in, I 
expected a generation of high school students completely disconnected to every bit of culture I knew. I 
could not have been more wrong. 
 
The first student I met, Dante, was a sixteen year-old hip hop dancer whose favorite artists included 
Ellie Goulding and Macklemore. Kristina, a senior, idolizes Betty White, and yet another student, 
Megan, aspires to become a lawyer. Knowing next to nothing about the background of the students we 
were meeting, I soon realized that we were among an exceptional group of students. 
 
Meeting our host students was even more shocking because of their displays of generosity. These  
students, coming from families who have next to nothing to speak of wanted to give us everything 
they could so we could experience their culture. One student even woke up at four in the morning on 
our final day to be able to prepare blue corn mush, a traditional food. Elementary students performed 
and taught traditional dances, and I was even able to discuss the ins and outs of my favorite super  
heroes with two of the students. The students were intelligent, funny, and just generally well-rounded 
individuals that in a matter of a few short days, made a lasting impact on everyone in the trip. 
 
Every member of the trip walked away from the reservation with a completely new perspective. Our 
own daily troubles and high school problems seem so insignificant when considering the endless  
number of school cancellations 
the Navajo students face due to 
rain making their dirt roads  
unmanageable, or the rampant 
crime and drug abuse the stu-
dents witness every day. The 
trip undoubtedly bridged our 
two worlds, and imparted  
lessons that will be impossible 
to forget. 
 
-Dan Burkett 
Junior, Chemistry major 
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NCHC CONFERENCE 

In early November, I had the opportunity to attend the National Collegiate Honors Council Annual 
Conference in New Orleans with Honors Council Chair, Patti Thomas, Dr. Bierly and Laura 
Froelicher, the Director and Assistant Director of the Honors Program.  At the conference, I was able 
to meet with students and faculty members from Honors Programs all across America.  Many of the 
events that I attended were run by students at the head of very successful Honors Councils, and I 
was able to pick up numerous tips on promoting event attendance and boosting fundraising.  Patti 
and I were also able to hear about many different types of events for our own Council to put on for 
our Honors Program here at ISU.   
 
Outside of the Conference, I had the chance to explore the city.  My favorite part was experiencing 
the history and the excitement of the French Quarter, which was located just a few blocks away from 
our hotel.  Many of the restaurants kept their doors and windows opened, so we could hear the  
music from the restaurants out on the street.  We were able to try a lot of famous Louisiana dishes 
like gumbo, jambalaya, and beignets in the French Quarter.  Patti and I also took a walk to see the  
Superdome and Champions Square.  There were many areas of the city outside of the French Quarter 
and the business district that still showed some of Katrina’s devastation, and seeing the Superdome 
was a reminder of how much was lost due to the storm.   
 
I know that I benefited from my experience in New Orleans both at the Conference and in the city.  I 
hope I can help implement new events and programs that will help strengthen the community of the 
ISU Honors Program, and I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to attend the NCHC Annual 
Conference. 
 
-Ashley Borhart 
Sophomore, Supply Chain Management major 
2013-2014 Honors Council Vice-Chair 

Pictured above: Honors students traveled to the Navajo Nation in Pinon, AZ. in October 2014. 
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The following Honors students completed GH401: Honors Thesis projects during the Fall 2013 
semester. For these projects, the students were asked to conduct original, interdisciplinary  
research and write a review of literature. At the end of the semester, each student gave a 15 
minute oral presentation of his/her research to Honors faculty, staff, and students, and other 
members of the ISU campus community. 
 
Jacqualynn Bogle: The Effects of Standardized Testing in Public Education. 
 
Stephen Borkowski: Identifying Factors for Public Fascination with Violent Crime and Criminals, 

and the Link Between Media, Crime and Culture  
 
Sabrina Brown: Diatom History of Dock Lake 
 
Wes Burcham: Understanding the Lack of Females in STEM-Related Fields 
 
Hollyann Copeland: Gamification in Education 
 
Allison Crawford: Literature and its Impact Through Empathy and Politics 
 
Caitlyn East: Developmental Impacts of Co-Curricular Education 
 
Kristin Egloff: English Language Learners in the United States 
 
Christie Fullenkamp: Are 12-Hour Nursing Shifts Too Long? 
 
Kelsey Hancock: Recess!  Benefits of Recess in our School Systems 
 
John Hughes: Tracing Safety in the Open Wheel World 
 
Clarissa Jones: Measuring Performance of Non-Profit Youth Programs: Program Impact Evaluation 

Results for Wabash Valley District Scoutreach 
 
Ellen Lamb: Beyond Indemnity: An Analysis of Value-Adding Factors of Insurance 
 
Michael Laub: Fascistic Capitalism and the Destruction of the Individual  
 
Mallory Manning: The Implications of Interpersonal Communication on Sex Trafficking Victims 
 
Kelsey Marvin: The Importance of Music Education:  How It Affects Student Success 
 



GH 401: HONORS THESIS PRESENTATIONS 
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Hannah McKnight: When is Enough? Understanding and Coping with Stress in Law Enforcement 
 
Logan Mendenhall: Insuring the Uninsurable: Disability Insurance of Athletes and Celebrities  
 
Daniel Montgomery: Saving Trees or Saving People: The Ethical Dilemma 
 
Taylor Nelson: Europe and the United States:  Is the United States Behind in Sustainability? 
 
Sarah Ollis: Maggot Debridement Therapy: Using Maggots to Heal Wounds 
 
Kasi Oxendine: Psychosocial Well-Being of Hospice Patients as Determined by Geographic Location 

and Diagnosis 
 
Nicholas Pifer: The Role of Evangelicals in America:  Death and Rebirth 
 
James Porter: Direct Action: A Study of Democracy and Argument For Direct Over Representative 

Democracies 
 
Megan Ramus: Effectively Addressing Pediatric Cancer Late Effects Through a Multidisciplinary  
 Approach 
 
Jenica Ringo: The Impact Communication Has on the Medical Field and Everyday Lives 
 
Katie Taylor: The Red Road to Health:  An Analysis of the Healing Power of Native American  
 Medicine 
 
Dionna Thomas: Barriers and Bridges to Success of Minority Students in Nursing Programs 
 
Samantha Thompson: Child’s Play: Youth Sports and Their Effects on Life 
 
Toni Tillett:  The Benefits and Detriments to the Use of Protein Supplement in Athletes 
 
Ian Titus: Copyright and Fair Use 
 
Shelby Troyer: ACL Injuries: Prevention Strategies for Females 
 
William Tuttle: 400m Training: The Practical Way 
 
Randa Wells: Descriptions and Results of Effective Training Methods for Student Leaders Involved in 

New Student Orientation 
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HONORS CONTACT INFORMATION 
University Honors Program 

Pickerl Hall 110 
220 North 6th Street 

 

Hours: M-F 8:00am-4:30pm 
 

Phone: 812-237-3225 
Fax: 812-237-3676 

Dr. Greg Bierly 
Honors Program Executive Director 

Gregory.Bierly@indstate.edu 
 

Laura Froelicher 
Honors Program Assistant Director 

Laura.Froelicher@indstate.edu 
 

Kelly Anthony 
Honors Program Coordinator 
Kelly.Anthony@indstate.edu 

 

Ashley Vicars 
Graduate Assistant 

avicars2@sycamores.indstate.edu 
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